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Fifty years after the counterculture began to have an impact on 
Canada, this collection revisits the way that various groups who con-
tested mainstream norms in the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s approached 
the environment. In 2011, most of the authors in this collection met 
at an initial workshop, hosted by the Heron Rocks Friendship Centre 
Society on Hornby Island, British Columbia. Hornby Island, like other 
Gulf Islands and indeed many other rural parts of British Columbia, 
experienced the direct impact of the counterculture. On Hornby 
Island, many people who came to the islands at that time stayed, and 
they remain key figures in the economy and politics of the island.
The Heron Rocks Friendship Centre Society (heronrocks.ca) is a 
nonprofit society dedicated to maintaining the vision of local activ-
ists Hilary and Harrison Brown and encouraging community and 
sustainable stewardship of the land. The society provided us space in 
their exquisite setting under the oak tree and offered us meals. The 
society’s executive, along with its membership, welcomed us with 
grace and generosity. Rudy Rogalsky played a particularly key role 
as liaison with the society. Some members attended the workshop, 
as did other interested people from Hornby and Denman islands, 
and they shared their views on our discussions. Jan Bevan provided 
particularly poignant reflections. Margaret Sinclair prepared a photo 
exhibit on the counterculture period on the island and displayed it 
at the Hornby Island Co-op. We would like to thank the people on 
Hornby Island who provided such beautiful accommodations for our 
early July meeting.
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We would also like to thank the external reviewers of the University 
of Calgary Press for their helpful and constructive comments. This 
project, like so many others, stems from the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council–funded Network in Canadian History 
& Environment/Nouvelle initiative canadienne en histoire de l’en-
vironnement. Alan MacEachern, the founding director of NiCHE, 
was a participant at our workshop, and he played an essential role 
both in ensuring that this project take place and in encouraging it 
along the way. On behalf of the contributors to this volume, I would 
also like to thank Mary-Ellen Kelm, Kathy Mezei, Bob Anderson, 
Lauren Wheeler, Peter Evans, and Terry Simmons, colleagues who 
also attended the workshop and provided thoughts on this project. 
Peter Enman and Melina Cusano at the Press assisted us through the 
process, and Alison Jacques contributed her exemplary copyediting 
skills. Finally, many participants in the countercultural activities 
that are covered in this book shared their memories, interpretations, 
and documents, and other scholars kindly provided research notes 
and documents that they had uncovered in the course of their own 
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Nancy Janovicek teaches Canadian history and gender history at 
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Histories of the Battered Women’s Shelter Movement (UBC Press) 
and co-editor of Feminist History in Canada: New Essays on Women, 
Gender, Work, and Nation (UBC Press).
Alan MacEachern teaches history at the University of Western 
Ontario and is the founding director of NiCHE: Network in Canadian 
History & Environment. He has written extensively on Prince Edward 
Island in the 1970s, including The Institute of Man and Resources: An 
Environmental Fable (2003).
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David Neufeld, an environmental historian living and working in 
the Yukon Territory, studies the intersection of knowledge and prac-
tice in settler and First Nations approaches to their shared subarctic 
boreal homeland. His reflexive research approach is grounded in thir-
ty years as a community-based cultural researcher for Parks Canada.
Ryan O’Connor Ryan O’Connor is the author of The First Green 
Wave: Pollution Probe and the Origins of Environmental Activism 
in Ontario (UBC Press, 2015). An Associate Member of the Centre 
for Environment, Heritage and Policy at the University of Stirling 
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British Columbia (UBC Press) and co-editor of Protest and Politics: 
The Promise of Social Movement Societies (UBC Press).
Daniel Ross is a PhD candidate in history at York University. He 
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completing a dissertation on the politics of development and public 
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Henry Trim is a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
of Canada fellow at the University of California, Santa Barbara, where 
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politics, and Canadian energy policy.
Sharon Weaver completed her PhD at the University of Guelph 
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Back-to-the-Land on the Gulf Islands and Cape Breton,” is a com-
parative study of back-to-the-landers in Cape Breton and on the Gulf 
Islands of British Columbia. She is an independent scholar who lives 
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